
Materials 
 

¶ Finch Robot 
¶ 1 15ft. USB cable 
 
 
 
 
 
BOOK 
¶ Help Your Kids With Computer Coding 
 
 
 

Requires a computer with internet access, 
for download & installation of software. 

 
Visit http://www.finchrobot.com/ 

for more information. 
 
 

Recommended for grades K & Up 
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 The Finch is a new robot for computer science education. The Finch is designed to 
support an engaging introduction to the art of programming and to allow students to 
write richly interactive programs.  Its design is the result of a four year study at 
Carnegie Mellon Universityôs CREATE Lab. 
 
 Robotics technology consists of machines that can sense, think, and act.  The Finch 
Robot can sense temperature, light, and obstacles.  The Finch Robot can act, through 
movement, light, and sound.  But the Finch Robot cannot think.  You will tell the Finch 
Robot exactly what to do by writing computer code, using a programming language.  
The Finch Robot has support for over a dozen programming languages and 
environments, including CREATE Lab Visual Programmer, Finch Dreams (based on 
Alice 2.2,) Greenfoot, Scala, Java, Javascript, Python, Ch, C, C++, Visual Basic, 
RoboRealm, Matlab, Scratch, Snap! and Calico.  This guide is based on using a 
programming language called Snap!, which is a project out of the University of 
California, Berkeley.  Snap! is based on the programming language ñScratch,ò but has 
been customized so that you can ñBuild Your Own Blocks.ò  We recommend this 
version Snap! because it has already been customized for use by pre-readers, has 
four distinct levels, and has custom-built Finch-specific blocks at each level.  If you are 
experienced in another programming language, we encourage you to use it! 
 

Getting Started 
 
 Snap! is currently available for Windows, Mac, or Linux.  To 
download Snap! to your computer, visit this webpage and follow 
the directions onscreen: 

 

http://www.finchrobot.com/software/snap 
 

Other programming languages are available here: 
 

http://www.finchrobot.com/downloads 


