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Tweaking Familiar Sources to learn more about a “Mystery Mama”

• Birth, baptismal, marriage, and death records of her known children

• Her obituary and those of proposed or possible sisters or brothers

• Death records, wills, probate records of potential parents

• Naming patterns of her children and grandchildren

• Old newspapers - using her husband’s or known children’s names

• Cemetery records: who is buried nearby?

• Census records Land records Church records

• Family Bibles, Military & Pension records

Is She Hiding in Plain Sight? Or Slightly in the Shadows?

• Study the men in her life

• Case Studies: Hannah Wade/Weed and Elvira Louise Cass

Some  Black Holes of US Research

• Pre-1850 census

• “Burned Courthouses”

• Legal Status of Women

Check out these quality genealogy websites:

“Invisible Women Ancestors: Tips for Tracing the Women in Your Family Tree” by

Kimberly Powell. https://www.thoughtco.com/invisible-women-ancestors-1422869

“Evidence Explained: Historical Analysis, Citation & Source Usage” - Elizabeth Shown

Mills - Quick Lessons, Quick Tips   https://www.evidenceexplained.com/ 
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Quality Websites:

Women & Naturalization Laws: See series of articles by Marian Smith in NARA's Summer 1998
Prologue online:
www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1998/summer/women-and-naturalization-1.html     

Library of Congress, Searching for Female Ancestors: A Selected Bibliography
www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/bib_guid/female.pdf 

NARA - Carolyn Faulkner, compiler. Pathfinder for Women’s History at:
www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/women.html   

Read Martha Ballard’s Diary online at: http://dohistory.org/diary/index.html

Many more resources at:  www.cyndislist.com/female.htm 
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