
Maryland State Archives
Genealogy research in Maryland



About the Archives

The Hall of Records, predecessor 
of the Maryland State Archives, 
was created as an independent 
agency in 1935, charged with the 
collection, custody, and 
preservation of the official records, 
documents, and publications of the 
state



About the Archives 

We are the central depository for 
government records of permanent 
value- such as land, birth, death, 
divorce, etc.

The state archives only automatically 
acquires government created records. 
Our Special Collections department 
collects donated personal records



Primary and Secondary Sources

Primary sources provide a first-hand account of an event or time period. They represent 
original thinking, and reports or events. These sources are usually created at the time the 
events occurred, but they can also include sources that are created later

Ex: Letters, diaries, wills, original court records

Secondary sources involve analysis, interpretation, or evaluation of primary sources. 
They often attempt to describe or explain primary sources

Ex: Biographies, general histories



Overview of Collections

Vital Records: Birth, Death, and Marriage

Court Records: Civil and Criminal

Land Records: Deeds, Plats

Military Records

Probate Records: Wills, Inventories, Administration Accounts, Etc.

Legacy of Slavery in Maryland

And more!



Visiting the Archives







Yes No

● Pencils
● Loose sheets of paper
● Laptops, tablets, phones, 

cameras (sound and flash off)
● Sweater/Jacket
● Small wallet

● Pens and markers
● Binders, folders, notebooks
● Laptop bags/cases
● Food and drink- including gum
● Scanners
● Large coats
● Large bags/purses



Why all these rules?



Finding Aids and Tutorials







Vital Records



What are vital records?

● Birth: Records start in 1875 for Baltimore City, 1898 for the rest of the 
Maryland counties. For birth records after 1924, contact the Maryland Division 
of Vital Records

● Death: Records start in 1875 for Baltimore City, 1898 for the rest of the 
Maryland counties. For Death records after 2011, contact the Maryland 
Division of Vital Records

● Marriage: Starting date of records varies by county. We have marriage 
records up to the year 2013. For marriage certificates after 2013, contact the 
circuit court in the county where the marriage occurred or contact the Division 
of Vital Records







Probate Records



What are probate records?

Maryland’s probate records range from major records such as wills, inventories, 
and accounts to less well known documents such as renunciations, petitions, and 
indentures. Maryland probate records start in 1634.   

● Will: A document in which a person states what should happen to their 
property after their death

● Inventory: A list of property in a person’s estate when they pass away
● Administration Account: Information on who received what from the 

estate. Often this lists payment of debts and probate fees, but also the 
names of heirs receiving whatever is left over after the settling of debts.





Land Records



MDLANDREC.NET









Restricted Records?

● All adoptions occurring after May 31, 1947 are sealed and can only be 
opened with a court order

● Birth records after 1921
● Records in sensitive conditions

○ Please ask us! We may have these records digitized, or may just need to give you some tips 
about handling the records before you view them

● Case files with medical information
○ Staff review case files and remove any medical information, sealed envelopes, or banking 

information before patrons view the file
● Copyrighted items

○ Primarily applies to some photographs or published materials. These items can be viewed. 
Pictures/copies of these items can usually be taken for personal use, but if you plan on 
publishing them you’ll need to speak with the copyright holder



Legacy of Slavery











Special Collections















Questions?

Main: (410) 260-6400 - Toll Free: (800) 235-4045

msa.helpdesk@maryland.gov


